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Les Ekoi sontr épartis au sud -est du Nigeria, dans la région de la

Cross River, et ° | 0ouest du Cameroun.
Cr éateurs de sculptures singulieres longtemps connues sous

| appel It@teaEka ne ,¢ | dair dous agdaedhrse aee@ivrec i mi
en realité les territoires Ejagham, Boki, Anyang et Widekum.

l'l's sont ©° | 6dorigine doun art 1 mcoprabl e
recouvertes de peCetietedhdigua t iestonp e

contribution uni que ~ | 0histoire de | d0art. S
voisins, cbest pourtant aux Eé&nbop. quden e

LOdorigine de ces hauts de masques recouyv
serait vraisemblablement une substitution aux tétes des ennemis

vaincus, portées anciennement en trophées par les vainqueurs , afin de

s 6 ap pr olp foiceevitale. Les cimiers étaient considerés comme

desrécepta clespour | 6©me doun d®&f unt .

The Ekoi are distributed in southeastern Nigeria, in the

Cross River region, and in western Cameroon.

Creators of singular sculptures long known as the "Ekoi head",

the usual air of these dance crests actually covers the Ejagham, Boki,
Anyang and Widekum territories.

They are at the origin of an incomparable art, wooden sculptures
covered with ante  lope skin. This technique is a unique contribution
to the history of art. If it is found among neighbors, it is nevertheless
to the Ekoi that its invention is attributed.

The origin of these tops of masks covered with skin would probably
be a substitution for the heads of defeated enemies, formerly worn as
trophies by the victors, in order to appropriate the vital force. The crests
were considered receptacles for the soul of a deceased



Ejagham

#1 Four head crest

H.20cm




#2 Janus crest , Ejagham
H.26cm




#3 Three head crest , Ejagham
H.21lcm




#5 Phallic figure , Ejagham #6 Zoomorphi c figure, Ejagham
L.22cm, H.13cm L .24cm, H.19cm




#7 Head c rest, Ejagham
H.30cm

Ex . Galerie Héléne Leloup
Publié en 1976




#8 Head crest, Boki

H.28cm
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#9 Head crest, Boki
H.26cm




#10 Statue -crest, Widekun #11 Black s tatue -crest, Widekun
H.34cm H.34cm
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#12 Head crest with braids , Ejagham
H.45cm, L.40cm
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#14 Head crest, Boki
H.22,5cm







#15 Head crest
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